



MINUTES OF NORTHWOLD AND WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NORTHWOLD

Tuesday 1st November 2016 at 7.30pm
Councillors present:  A Collins (Vice Chair, chairing the meeting), G Gillett, S Gillett, A Jenkinson, S Leet, A Muir, M Peake
Councillors absent:  R Crisp (Chair), C Anderson, F Eglington, C Pointeer
Others present:  Seven members of the public, Clerk J Taylor

Item 16/11/1/1

Public Forum

A member of the public queried the status of the phonebox in Northwold.  This was to be dealt with under a later Agenda item.
The lack of police representation at PC meetings was queried.  It was explained that this ceased some time back, due to budget pressures.  It was agreed to investigate whether relevant police reports might be sent to the PC, and to put forward a specific request regarding bike races on the A134 and how many riders had been registered as speeding.  Action:  Councillors/Clerk
Several residents from Normandy Close wished to have clarification on the legal status of the amenity land within the Close.  It was confirmed that the PC did not own any of the relevant land and therefore would not continue with grounds maintenance on that area.  Residents were given some advice on how they may wish to proceed in this matter.  Residents thanked the Parish Council for maintaining the area over a number of years.
Item 16/11/1/2

Local Authority Reports

i.
Norfolk County Council
No report.
ii.
KLWNBC

Cllr Peake:  no report.

Item 16/11/1/3

Accepted Apologies for Absence (LGA 1972, Section 85(1) & (2))
C Anderson (no reason received); R Crisp (ill-health); F Eglington (no reason received); C Pointeer (family commitment).  Vice Chair commented that there was some disquiet from members regarding the Minuting of reasons for Apologies, and on the negative impression this might give, and this subject would be pursued later.
Item 16/10/6/4

Members’ Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda

All members (excluding Cllr Peake) declared on Budget and Precept discussions.  Clerk issued dispensations to those present and declaring, in order that a discussion could take place.  Cllr Peake did not require a dispensation as he does not pay personal Council Tax in Northwold & Whittington Parish.
Item 16/11/1/5

To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2016 (LGA 1972, Schedule 12, para 41(2))

The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2016 were adopted as a true statement, but were incompletely signed by the Vice Chair.

Item 16/11/1/6

Reports and Matters arising from Minutes of the last meeting (for info only)

i.
Chair’s Report

Report on Cemetery to follow in a later Agenda item.  There is an ongoing issue regarding intermittent carparking at 1 Church Lane.  Cllr Crisp is improving and Vice Chair had sent a get-well card from councillors.
ii.
Clerk’s Report

Re installation of new streetlight at Glebe Close – reinterpreted quote.  Now £1,727 in total, not £1,727 plus £893 installation of electricity supply.

Item 16/11/1/7

Highways Matters

i.
Highways update:  Andy Wallace, NCC Highways

No report.
Item 16/11/1/8
Correspondence
i.
BCKLWN – call for sites and policy suggestions consultation.  Councillors felt it would be inappropriate for the Council to respond, as it did not own relevant land.  Cllr Peake commented that the main aim is for residents to be made aware that they can submit land for consideration for development.  Deadline is 28 November.  Cllr Peake had also been in touch with the Planning Task Group, and had explained that Northwold is interested in having reasonable levels of development within the village.
ii.
Royal Mail – public consultation on mobile PO service, Northwold.  RM confirmed the new service, and the consultation period.  Vice Chair commented that residents seemed to be happy with the service.

iii.
NCC – Better Broadband/provision of upgrade to Northwold.  NCC confirmed timeline of upgrade to Methwold 5 cabinet – new service to be available within six to 12 months.
iv.
Red Cross – request for donation.  PC declined to donate.

Item 16/11/1/9
Planning Applications and Updates (since last meeting)

i.
Notification of new property addresses:  10, 12 and 14 Hall Lane, Northwold.

ii.
Notification of new property address:  44B Methwold Road, Northwold.

Both noted.
Item 16/11/1/10

Parish Noticeboards – to consider cost and approve purchase
Clerk had obtained two quotes and a comparison from another parish.  Councillors considered that the quotes were too expensive.  It was suggested that perhaps just the pinboard might be replaced (though the small size of existing noticeboards was noted), or that Mr Parfitt might be approached to see if he would be interested in being involved.  Cllr Leet suggested that pupils from the Sheridan School might be interested in providing noticeboards as a project.  Action:  Cllr Leet to contact Sheridan School.  Item to be considered further.
Item 16/11/1/11
2017/18 Wish List/Capital Works – to consider for inclusion in Budget
Cllr Leet mentioned that the footpaths around the Common and at Riverside have become impassable, and perhaps that might be included as an additional item.  Action:  Clerk to obtain quotes to be included in the grounds maintenance contract.
Item 16/10/6/12
Northwold Car Scheme – to consider basis of continuing support
Vice Chair provided some figures from the Car Scheme:  in the last full period to end October 2016, 57 residents had used the car scheme, for 397 journeys.  There had been a recent spike, as occasionally, one resident will need a very high number of journeys, more than the average.  He stated that if the funding for the Car Scheme were endangered, he would feel obliged to resign from the Council, and advised other councillors that their positions would become very difficult.
The overwhelming feeling from among councillors was that the car scheme should continue to be funded, despite the increase in cost.  A more realistic Budget figure of £1,800 for 2017/18 was suggested, with an agreement that if more funds than this were needed, the Council would take a further formal decision at the time.  It was proposed that continued funding for the Car Scheme be included in next year’s Budget:  proposed;  Cllr Collins, seconded; Cllr Leet.  All in favour.  Resolved:  16/10/6/12.1.
Item 16/11/1/13
Northwold Cemetery – to consider action re headstones
Cllr Collins restated the problem of some (11) headstones not being securely fixed.  These belonged to families where no member remained in the village.  He proposed asking Bonnetts to quote for installing metal stakes behind the headstones, to which the stones could be securely lashed.  He would ask Bonnetts to provide the quote for the next meeting.  Other than this, the Cemetery was looking in good condition.  Action:  Cllr Collins.
Item 16/11/1/14
Whittington Recreation Ground – to consider works and long-term maintenance
Mr Akers had provided a quote for works to put the Recreation Ground into good, long-term order.  As this was not directly comparable with the quote received earlier in the summer from CGM, Clerk was asked to request a further directly comparable quote from them.  Action:  Clerk.
Item 16/11/1/15
BT Phoneboxes, Northwold and Whittington – to consider adoption
Cllr Collins reported that BT was applying for permission to remove 460 phoneboxes from Norfolk.  To adopt a box would cost £1, and two residents had already offered to repaint the box at Northwold.  It was proposed that N&WPC adopt the boxes in Northwold and Whittington:  proposed: Cllr Collins; seconded: Cllr Peake.  All in favour.  Resolved 16/11/1/15.1.  Action:  Clerk.
Item 16/11/1/16
Whittington Churchyard – to consider agreement to maintain Closed Churchyard

The Parish Council had not yet received the formal request to maintain the churchyard, but considered the issue in anticipation of that request in order to budget for it in 2017/18.  Cllr Collins explained that if the PC declined to maintain it, the District Council (BCKLWN) would take on the responsibility, but would charge the PC for this which would cost more.  It was proposed that N&WPC, when asked, agree to maintain the Closed Churchyard at Whittington:  proposed; Cllr Collins, seconded; Cllr Leet.  All in favour.  Resolved:  16/11/1/16.1.
Item 16/11/1/17
Finance and Policies

i.
Parish Council Bank Balances and reconciliation from list of payments and receipts.
The bank balance and reconciliation were received and adopted and signed by the Vice Chair.  Proposed:  Cllr S Gillett; seconded Cllr Jenkinson; all in favour.  Resolved:  16/11/1/17.1.
ii.
Cheques for approval and signing and to authorise payment of outstanding invoices.
Payments were approved:  proposed;  Cllr Peake; seconded; Cllr Muir;  all in favour.  Resolved:  16/11/1/17.2.  Cheques were signed by Cllr Collins and retained by him to obtain the signature of the Chair at a later time.
	Date
	Payee
	Payment Details
	VAT
	Gross
	Net

	
	
	
	£
	£
	£

	
	
	
	
	
	

	01/10/2016
	E-on
	Street lighting Sept 16
	3.63
	76.26
	72.63

	05/10/2016
	Mazars
	Audit fee 2016
	40.00
	240.00
	200.00

	05/10/2016
	Westcotec
	Street lighting maintenance Oct 16
	3.18
	19.10
	15.92

	12/10/2016
	SuffolkALC
	Payroll service Apr-Sept 16
	9.00
	54.00
	45.00

	16/10/2016
	Northwold Care Group
	Car Scheme costs Jul-Sept 16
	0.00
	510.56
	510.56

	20/10/2016
	CGM Group
	Grounds maintenance Oct 16
	50.32
	301.92
	251.60

	23/10/2016
	ICO
	Data Protection Registration Dec16
	0.00
	35.00
	35.00

	27/10/2016
	BCKLWN
	RoSPA assessment, Northwold
	14.00
	84.00
	70.00

	31/10/2016
	J A Taylor
	Clerk salary Oct 16
	0.00
	349.96
	349.96

	31/10/2016
	J A Taylor
	Clerk expenses Oct 16
	0.42
	23.01
	22.59

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Totals
	76.92
	1377.55
	1300.63


iii.  Budget 2017/18 and Parish Precept Request:  to consider
It was proposed that the Precept remain the same as for current financial year:  proposed;  Cllr Peake; seconded; Cllr Muir.  All in favour.  Resolved:  16/11/1/17.3.
Various items were included in the Draft 2017/18 Budget – some items awaited resolution at the December meeting.
Exclusion of Press and Public (Standing Order 3d)
Item 16/11/1/18
To consider Grounds Maintenance Contract
Clerk’s Note:  Vote was incorrectly conducted, as a councillor inadvertently failed to declare a pecuniary interest.  However, on checking with the BCKLWN Monitoring Officer, as the vote was carried with more than one vote difference, the vote can stand.
It was proposed that Normandy Close be removed from the grounds maintenance contract, but that Water Lane Whittington, footpath to Fendick’s Field, and area at Northwold Village Hall be retained.  Proposed:  Cllr Peake; seconded:  Cllr Muir; five in favour; one against; one abstention; carried.  Resolved:  16/11/1/18.1.
It was proposed that the quote from CGM Grounds Maintenance, for one year only, be accepted.  Proposed:  Cllr Peake; seconded:  Cllr Jenkinson:  All in favour.  Resolved:  16/11/1/18.2.
Item 16/11/1/19

Public Footpaths – to consider official registration

Cllr Muir undertook to review.  Clerk to forward correspondence.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr Muir.
Item 16/11/1/20

Creation of detailed map of Northwold & Whittington – to consider

Councillors agreed a map would be useful – Clerk to start with basic map, to be reviewed further by Council.  Action:  Clerk
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 6th December 2016 at 7.30pm in Northwold Village Hall.

Items for the next meeting.

Northwold defibrillator:  report on whether service is due and who should conduct it.  Action:  Cllr S Gillett.
Trees overhanging parish council land:  Cllr Jenkinson reported hedges overhanging paths and some trees catching passing traffic.

Discussion on whether to install a defibrillator in the soon-to-be-adopted phonebox at Whittington.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm

...........................................................
........................................................

Vice Chair
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